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1. Welcome and background climate information   

1.1 Welcome 
This handbook has been produced by Oxfordshire ClimateXchange, Oxfordshire Rural Community 

Council (ORCC) and the Community Action Group (CAG) Oxfordshire Project to assist local 

community responses to climate change in Oxfordshire. Much of the material will be useful for 

community based climate projects across the UK, but many examples and networks cited are specific 

to Oxfordshire. 

The aims of the handbook are:  

 To showcase the variety of approaches to climate change that community groups can adopt 

using case studies from successful projects 

 To provide some basic facts and figures that community groups can use in their work 

 To provide an effective signpost to other organisations that can support community groups 

 To save time in setting up new groups 

The handbook is intended to be updated annually, and to exist alongside existing forms of 

community information, displayed in Table 1. 

Table 1:  Existing Community Climate Change Information 

Oxfordshire Community Action Groups Toolkit 

http://www.cagoxfordshire.org/  

The CAGs toolkit contains nuts and bolts info 

about setting up a CAG group, running events, 

roles of the group members etc. You can 

access it via the website , but ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

already a CAG send an email request to 

simon.kenton@resourcefutures.co.uk    

South East Rural Community Council Community 

http://www.sercc.org.uk/page_climate_change.

php 

Information for rural community groups. 

Oxfordshire Community Led Planning 

http://www.oxonrcc.org.uk/what -we-

do/community-led-planning  

Community Led Plans are produced by and for 

communities, are based on a detailed 

consultation, and involve the whole 

community. See the website for further 

information, and the map. 

Ways to tackle climate change: Parish and Town 

Councils Act on CO2 

http://www.nalc.gov.uk/Document/Download.as

px?uid=acd88f74-bbf4-4ce3-b95e-d2cb77cc45d3   

Great booklet produced in 2007 specifically for 

Parish and Town Councils. Can be downloaded 

from the website . 

http://www.cagoxfordshire.org/
mailto:simon.kenton@resourcefutures.co.uk
http://www.sercc.org.uk/page_climate_change.php
http://www.sercc.org.uk/page_climate_change.php
http://www.oxonrcc.org.uk/what-we-do/community-led-planning
http://www.oxonrcc.org.uk/what-we-do/community-led-planning
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/Document/Download.aspx?uid=acd88f74-bbf4-4ce3-b95e-d2cb77cc45d3
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/Document/Download.aspx?uid=acd88f74-bbf4-4ce3-b95e-d2cb77cc45d3
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Green Communities 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe 

Green Communities is a programme from the 

Energy Saving Trust that aims to support, 

facilitate and promote community based 

energy projects. 

DǊŜŜƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ΨIƻǿ ¢ƻΩ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Gree

n-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/How-

to-Guides  

Green Communities Ψhow toΩ guides are 

designed to give you step by step instruction 

on various aspects of running a successful 

community energy project.  

The Transition Handbook 

http://www.transitionbooks.net/    

The Transition Handbook is a great resource 

for community groups, packed full of info and 

ideas. You can also see many other useful 

books from the Transition Network on the 

website. 

 

Note on using this handbook: This handbook contains hyperlinks to web pages, normally shown as 

blue or purple underlined text.  Clicking on these links whilst online will normally direct you to the 

resource and website mentioned.  Website addresses are also given, sometimes in full and 

sometimes in a shortened version (tinyurl).  The table of contents at the beginning contains links to 

different sections of the handbook, so clicking on the titles will take you to the relevant section.   

The ideas  in this handbook are continually evolving, and many have emerged through sharing and 

developing ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ ²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ include your experiences too ς please send them in, 

see Appendix 7 for guidelines. There are many other sourceǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΥ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǘǊied to 

reproduce them all, but have signposted where appropriate. If you feel other resources should be 

included, please let us know. Further sources of local and national information and support are listed 

in the relevant sections. 

Thank you to all the contributors to this handbook and I wish you best of luck with your community 

projectΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘΦ 

Jo Hamilton, Oxfordshire ClimateXchange, July 2010 

  

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/How-to-Guides
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/How-to-Guides
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/How-to-Guides
http://www.transitionbooks.net/
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1.2 Background information about climate change 
Climate change is undoubtedly one of the key challenges of the 21st Century, requiring multi-level 

solutions.  LǘΩǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ нлрл ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƴŜŜŘǎ to reduce its emissions of Carbon 

dioxide (CO2 ) by at least 80% based on 1990 levels (UK Climate Act 2008). LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ 

challenge, and set against a backdrop of resource depletion, globally threatened biodiversity and 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ 

make a difference. But individual action is only one part of the story.  

The UK might only account for 2% of global emissions, but the UK government is a leader on the 

world stage, being one of the first governments to bring about the legally binding Climate Act  to 

reduce country wide emissions. An act is only one starting point ς ǿƘŀǘΩǎ needed are millions of 

actions, ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ where you and your communities are important. 

If you only consider the carbon saved by a few people changing their consumer habits, believing that 

our actions will have an impact requires a certain leap of faith. When you also consider how our 

action impacts on others and shapes the world we live in, the story changes. Without concerted 

citizen action ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !ŎǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

handbookΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ have most of the tools to make it easier, nor those of community 

organisations across the UK and the world who are shining examples of a positive, lower carbon 

future. 

Reduce our carbon footprint, increase our citizen footprint  

We might be familiar with deŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ όǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

personally responsible for), but what does Ψincreasing our citizen footprintΩ mean?  

It could be working and acting together, thinking outside the box, leading beyond our authority 

(taking the initiative and not waiting for anyone to ask us) and making the changes that we want to 

see. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ 

they came about because people like you made them happen. 

See Appendix 1 for further info about climate change. 

1.3 Background i nformation about Climate  Impacts and 

Adaptation  
We need to both reduce our emissions of 

greenhouse gases (mitigation) and prepare for the 

projected impacts of climate change (adaptation). 

Adapting to the existing and projected changes to 

the climate will take ingenuity and skill, and can be 

a good way to bring climate change down to earth 

in your local community. Tackling adaptation and 

ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ΨƧƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǘǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

issues. This can be useful when engaging sectors 

who rely on the weather, such as farmers, 

gardeners, and businesses. 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2008/ukpga_20080027_en_1
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2008/ukpga_20080027_en_1
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We are committed to a certain amount of unavoidable warming over the next 3 or 4 decades, and 

will have to prepare for and adapt to this. Our actions now will influence the projected future 

impacts of climate change. 

 In general Oxfordshire can expect to experience:  

Á Hotter, drier summers 
Á Milder, wetter winters 
Á aƻǊŜ ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΩ- heat waves, flash flƻƻŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻǊǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŀƛƴΧ 
Á Greater unpredictability of weather 
Á Further temperature rise of between 1-2°C 

 
 

TABLE 2: INFORMATION AND RESOURCES ON CLIMATE ADAPTATION 

Poster and powerpoint presentation  ClimateXchange presentation for you to use and 

adapt, plus accessible poster can be accessed 

here: http://climatex.org/articles/sections/info -

tools-and-resources/ 

Gardening and allotment info 

http://climatex.org/gard ening/  

Selection of resources showing impacts and 

adaptation for gardens and allotments 

Articles and information  

http://climatex.org/articles/climate -change-

info/   

Host of articles on impacts, adaptation, food and 

gardening 

Adapting to Climate Change, a Guide for Local 

Councils  

http://www.acre.org.uk/21785%20Defra%20A

CC%20Report%20AW%20v6.pdf 

Accessible background information and tips  

UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP)  

http://www.ukcip.org.uk/  

The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) helps 

organisations to adapt to inevitable climate 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜduce future 

greenhouse gas emissions, the effects of past 

emissions will continue to be felt for decades.  

Their website has detailed information on a wide 

variety of adaptation issues. 

 

  

http://climatex.org/articles/sections/info-tools-and-resources/
http://climatex.org/articles/sections/info-tools-and-resources/
http://climatex.org/gardening/
http://climatex.org/articles/climate-change-info/
http://climatex.org/articles/climate-change-info/
http://www.acre.org.uk/21785%20Defra%20ACC%20Report%20AW%20v6.pdf
http://www.acre.org.uk/21785%20Defra%20ACC%20Report%20AW%20v6.pdf
http://www.ukcip.org.uk/


8 
 

 1.4 Background information about Peak Oil  
  
What is Peak oil? 
 
"The term Peak Oil refers to the maximum rate of the production of oil in any area under 
consideration, recognising that it is a finite natural resource, subject to depletion." 
--Colin Campbell (http://www.p eakoil.net/about-peak-oil ) 
 
Although the world is not running out of oil, we are close to running out of easy-to-get, cheap oil. 

The peak of oil discovery was passed in the 1960s, and the world started using more than was found 

in new fields in 1981. The gap between discovery and production has widened since. Many 

countries, including some important producers, have already passed their peak, suggesting that the 

world peak of production is now imminent.  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ς that 

extended period when, year on year, we have decreasing amounts of oil to fuel our industrialised 

way of life. 

There will always be oil left in the ground, ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ 
fact that the economists conveniently gloss over:  regardless of how much money you can make 
ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƛƭΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ ƻƛƭ ōŀǊǊŜƭϥǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŀ ōŀǊǊŜƭ ƻŦ ƻƛƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ 
the ground. 
 
What does this mean and how does it relate to climate change? 
Climate change is a broad issue, affecting every aspect of our lives. As the root cause of climate 
change is burning fossil fuels, responding positively to Peak Oil and climate change simultaneously 
focuses attention on building resource efficiency and resilience in the face of the twin challenges of 
climate change and peak oil. DǊŜŜƴǇŜŀŎŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŎƛŜƴǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ΨThe Carbon LogicΩi noted back in 1997 
that even if we used the economically recoverable reserves of fossil fuels, this would push the 
climate beyond safe limits.  
 
Note: much of the above information was taken from the two excellent resources below. 
 

TABLE 3:  SOURCES AND RESOURCES FOR PEAK OIL INFORMATION 

Association for the Study of Peak Oil (ASPO) 
http://www.peakoil.net/about -peak-oil 

ASPO is a network of scientists and 
others, having an interest in 
determining the date and impact of the 
peak and decline of the world's 
production of oil and gas, due to 
resource constraints.  

Transition Network presentation on Peak Oil 
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/resources/standard-
transition-presentation  
  

A great downloadable presentation 
covering Peak oil, plus other Transition 
Initiativesii, with useful explanatory text. 

 
  

http://www.peakoil.net/about-peak-oil
http://archive.greenpeace.org/climate/science/reports/carbon/clfull-1.html#Heading5
http://www.peakoil.net/about-peak-oil
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/resources/standard-transition-presentation
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/resources/standard-transition-presentation
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2. Getting active 

2.1 Getting started  
άLǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ We and know who you mean, and each 

day you mean onŜ ƳƻǊŜέ όaŀǊƎŜ tƛŜǊŎȅΣ The Low Road) 
 
How do a few concerned people go from ideas to a group?  It only takes a few people to get some 

energy rolling in your locality, so think who you know in the village who is interested in these issues, 

involved in community affairs, or involved in Community Led Planning projects, as they will be key 

nodes to other people.  

Some groups have started by bringing a few friends together over a drink or some food to think 

about how they can take action locally, whilst others have advertised by posters in the newsagent or 

a note in the village magazine / newsletter. From this some groups have an open event, such as a 

talk or a film, and ask people to come along to follow up meetings.  There are ideas for first meetings 

below. 

TABLE 4:   RESOURCES TO HELP YOU GET STARTED 

Community Led Planning projects 

http://www.oxonrcc.org.uk/what -we-

do/community-led-planning 

and  http://www.clp -se.org.uk/ 

New website enabling you to check which 

communities are involved in Community Led 

Planning in the South East. 

How to plan and deliver a successful community 

climate change project 

http://tin yurl.com/3ylwae3 

Effective planning will help make sure your 

community project is a success. 

This guide will help you to get the most out of 

your community project 

How to include community climate change 

action within your parish plan  

http://tinyurl.com/39vqt99 

This guide provides an introduction to parish 

planning, the opportunities for tackling climate 

change through parish plans, and the support 

and resources available to help you do this.  

How to monitor and evaluate your community 

project  

http://tinyurl.com/37k57bv  

So you've set up your project, but how can you 

tell if it's going well? This guide tells you all you 

need to know about monitoring and evaluating 

what you're doing - from why it's important to 

what tools you can use. 

 

http://www.oxonrcc.org.uk/what-we-do/community-led-planning
http://www.oxonrcc.org.uk/what-we-do/community-led-planning
http://www.clp-se.org.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/3ylwae3
http://tinyurl.com/39vqt99
http://tinyurl.com/37k57bv
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2.2 Diversity  
The most resilient responses to climate change will come about by thinking about and incorporating 

the skills and strengths of the whole community ς so reach out wide. LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇortant not to get 

ŘƛǎƘŜŀǊǘŜƴŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŀǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ Řƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ŀǎ 

diverse a range of community members as possible, as they will be the best routes to encourage 

others on board. 

 Some general sources of information for reaching a wider and more diverse audience are below, 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ section 4.   

TABLE 5: RESOURCES FOR DIVERSITY 

Black Environment Network (BEN)   

http://www.ben -network.org.uk/ 

BEN is established to promote equality of 

opportunity with respect to ethnic 

communities in the preservation, protection 

and development of the environment.  They 

work across diverse sectors for ethnic 

environmental participation. See their website 

for details of training and resources. 

Capacity Global  

http:/ /www.capacity.org.uk/index.html 

Capacity Global pioneers environmental justice 

solutions tackling social justice and 

environmental issues in urban locations 

worldwide. See their website for a host of 

materials, info, details of projects and links to 

many other resources on environmental justice 

and inclusion. 

Reachability: Climate Reach 

http://reachability.co.uk/pages.lasso?pageId=16

&page=prog 

Oxford based Reachability has produced a 

range of materials, ideas for workshops and 

ways to engage groups of people as part of 

their Climate Reach project.  Full details and 

info sheets are available on their website. 

Transition Network  

http://www .transitionnetwork.org/ 

The Transition Network is currently developing 

materials and toolkits to encourage diversity in 

groups.  Check the website further details, plus 

see the info contained in the Transition Cities 

Diversity Workshop here:  http://tiny.cc/yvce0  

Akashi Project  

http://akashi.cambridgecarbonfootprint.org/ 

For more diversity with faith based groups, see 

the Akashi Project from Cambridge Carbon 

footprint.  

http://www.ben-network.org.uk/
http://www.capacity.org.uk/index.html
http://reachability.co.uk/pages.lasso?pageId=16&page=prog
http://reachability.co.uk/pages.lasso?pageId=16&page=prog
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/
http://tiny.cc/yvce0
http://akashi.cambridgecarbonfootprint.org/
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2.3 Ideas for introductory events 

Background  

First events are crucial to gauge the interest in the community and to invite people who might not 

ordinarily consider getting involved. Before planning the first event ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

and colleagues what would encourage them to come along, then try to provide it. People will come 

for many different reasons ς some to find out what action they can take on climate change, some to 

find out what they can do personally, some checking it out for interest, and others coming because 

they want to meet new people.  

Make it fun and interactive  

{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ ŀǎ Ψdoom-mongering guilt 

trippers wanting to stop me from having funΩ ς ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ prove otherwise and use your 

ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ hǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΩ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ΨƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

right track. 

Ensure to have a good balance of information and interactions:  so get people talking to each other 

as much as you can, and have a variety of activities.  How about serving popcorn and a glass of wine 

with films? Beer and cake at meetings? Some groups have asked their local suppliers of beverages  

(including  breweries, juice makers and their local Co-op store)  to sponsor them through providing 

refreshments at events.  
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TABLE 6: IDEAS AND EXAMPLES OF ΨGETTING STARTEDΩ ACTIVITIES 

Talks  
Is there anyone local who 

could give a climate change 

overview? Do ask them if 

they would like to contribute.  

 

You could ask someone from 

a neighbouring climate 

change group (see Appendix 

6), someone from your Local 

Authority (see Appendix 2) or 

local climate change speakers 

(see Section 6.3)  

 
 

Example: Low Carbon Wolvercote launched 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǳȊȊ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴнллтΥ ά! ǎŜƭƭ-out crowd 
came to our village hall to launch the Low 
Carbon Wolvercote project on Friday 27th 
April 2007. With "No room at the Low Carbon 
Inn", the local Reverend was Master of 
Ceremonies... introducing local renowned 
author Mark Lynas (High Tide, Six Degrees) 
and his "Wolvercote Weather Forecast, Year 
2049". A quiz, beer 
and cakes, and the 
Low Carb Diet top 10 
hits kept the climate 
buzz going all 
evening ...supported 
by the infamous 
ClimateX washing 
ƭƛƴŜΦέ  

Film screenings 

 

Film screenings are a great way 
to introduce the whole topic, or 
ways that people are 
responding to climate change. 
Some films are more upbeat 
than others, so take a look at 
the ones available. See the 
details in resourcesΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
forget that you can borrow a 
computer, projector and 
speakers for screenings from 
ClimateX (speakers powerful 
enough for up to 30 people in a 
small hall).  

 

Examples: Transition Henley screened an 
Inconvenient Truth, but with a difference. 
They showed short snippets of the film, and 
interspersed the snippets with small group 
discussions, which was a great way to get the 
main messages of the film across, and 
encourage a lot of group interaction.  
Kidlington vs Climate Change launched their 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ψ!ƴ LƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ 
¢ǊǳǘƘΩΣ 
followed by 
Q&As, 
attracting 
over 150 
people.  

Climate change 

question time:  

 

For a range of opinions, why not invite a range of local people who will have 
different experiences and expertise on climate change.  This can be a great way 
to get a range of experiences and opinions about the impacts and actions 
needed,  help people see the problem from a variety of angles, and counteract 
the idea that only certain people care about, are impacted by, or can take action 
on climate change. 

Hints 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻ ōŀǎŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǘŀƭƪΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

space for people to talk and share their responses afterwards. See Section 2.7 ς Feeling under the 

Weather.  
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INTERACTIVE IDEAS 

ü Talking in pairs 

Ask people to turn to the person next to tƘŜƳ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ and briefly 

discuss how they felt about the film / talk, what they were struck by, and what questions 

they have. This gives people a chance to think through and process thoughts and ideas 

before open questions, and can help speed up the discussion time. 

ü Small group discussions 

You could have short snippets of talks about some key areas  (for example home energy, 

transport, fooŘΣ ǿŀǎǘŜύ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎǇƛƭǘ ǳǇ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

find out more about, and have clusters of chairs in different parts of the room. 

ü Open Ended sentences / motivational interviewing 

Studies have shown that if participants tap into their own motivations for taking action, 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ς so give it a go See Section 2.7 ς 

Feeling under the Weather.  

ü Get out the post-its! 

Ask people to write what areas ǘƘŜȅΩŘ like to focus on or what questions they have on post it 

notes. Cluster them on large sheets of paper to capture ideas and identify where the energy 

lies. 

ü 4ÒÙ Ȭ/ÐÅÎ 3ÐÁÃÅȭ  

Many Transition Initiatives use a form of meeting technique called ΨOǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜΩ, whereby 

the agenda is set by participants suggesting topics to talk about, and many discussions are 

ƘŜƭŘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ Ψ²ŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ 

be a highly effective approach to running meetings for Transition Initiatives. In theory it 

ought not to work. A large group of people comes together to explore a particular topic or 

issue, with no agenda, no timetable, no obvious coordinator and no designated minute 

takers. However, we have run separate Open Spaces for Food, Energy, Housing, Economics 

and the Psychology of Change. By the end of each meeting, everyone has said what they 

needed to, extensive notes had been taken and typed up, lots of networking has had taken 

place, and a huge number of ideas had been identified and Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘΦΩ 

For further information see:  http://www.transitionnetwork.org/community/support/12-

ingredients  and you can see a video explaining it here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ux_LFjFeCvg  

 

A quick introduction to Open Space can be found on Harrison Owen's website. The essential 

reading on Open SpacŜ ƛǎ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ hǿŜƴΩǎ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΥ ! ¦ǎŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ.  

     

http://www.transitionnetwork.org/community/support/12-ingredients
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/community/support/12-ingredients
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ux_LFjFeCvg
http://www.openspaceworld.com/users_guide.htm
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=P8IBob_BHD8C&printsec=frontcover&dq=Open+Space+Technology:+A+User%E2%80%99s+Guide
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2.4 Outreach and engagement ideas 
 ΨLƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ a local community in discussion, debate and actions to mitigate the effects 

ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎΗΦΦΦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ΨŎŀƴ ŘƻΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀsting changes in 

ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΣ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΩ  /ŀƴŘȅ YŜǊǇŀŎƘŜΣ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ bƻǊǘƘ [ŜƛƎƘΦ 

 

PŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ 

effective to lead into climate change from where their interest already lies. Put simply, make climate 

change: 

ü Visual:  try to use pictures over words. Evoke pictures in 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘǎ. 

ü Local: ǿƘŀǘΩǎ precious and resonant locally?  How could  

climate change impact different aspects of your 

community? What local impacts have been experienced? 

What links are there between your community and other 

parts of the world? 

ü Understandable: go for maximum inclusivity by ensuring 

that any jargon is explained in any communication that 

you do. 

ü Relevant: make it relevant ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ κ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 

strong allotment / faith group / sports team / WomenΩs Institute, have a think about ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

relevant for these groups, how they might  be impacted, and what their involvement could 

look like.  

ü Balanced: if you want people to take action, try to consider how this could be tied into their 

existing actions, and try to balance the URGENCY of the situation, with a chance for their 

AGENCY.  

ü Beware of information overload: too much doom and gloom information can be off-putting 

and paralysing, but not including any information about the negative aspects will leave 

people questioning. 

Skills workshops: 

You could try organising a series of skills workshops, to introduce people to topics in an involving 
way. Abingdon Carbon Cutters have done lots of these workshops (see table 7) , and Dorchester 
Carbon Project have run skills workshops on  mending clothes, reducing food waste / cooking with 
leftovers, natural cleaning products.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Are Fritillaries or polar bears more 

relevant locally? 

http://carboncutters.blogspot.com/
http://www.dorchestercarbonproject.org.uk/
http://www.dorchestercarbonproject.org.uk/
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CASE STUDY 1:  ABINGDON CARBON CUTT9w{ ΨIh² ¢hΩ a99¢LbDS ORGANISED BETWEEN 

2009 ς 2010 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻǿ ǘƻΩ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƘŀǾe been well attended with a minimum of 15 people and quite 

often 30 or even 45. A core group of regulars attends with a variety of others including 

newcomers, depending on the topic. The venue was a very pleasant setting in Abingdon.  Home-

made cake using local ingredients where possible is served. 

  These are the topics we have covered so far: 

How make a good compost heap 

 

Led by a Master Composter who gave a practical 

demonstration, which was very participative. For me this 

transformed my mediocre compost heap into one that 

produces fine compost in a fraction of the previous time. 

How to grow a lot of food in a 
small space 

Talk with practical examples of container vegetable growing 
from Robert Longstaff of The Oxford Garden Project 
(www.oxfordgardenproject.com ), a local organic grower. 

How to be a good vegetable 
grower 
 

Talk by Robert Longstaff of The Oxford Garden Project . 
Included hands-on demonstrations of seed sowing and pricking 
out, root trainers of different sizes etc. Invaluable advice and 
re-assurance for everyone from the absolute beginner 
onwards. 

How to waste less food Talk from Emma of Love Food Hate Waste with advice on 

cooking with and storing leftovers! 

How to farm for the future {ƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢± ŦƛƭƳ άA Farm for the Futureέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
farmers to contribute ς not many accepted but  Iain Tolhurst 
from Tolhurst Organic Produce who provide  organic locally 
grown veg boxes gave interesting and valuable input. 

How to travel well on less fuel Well-researched and accessible talk/powerpoint  presentation 
ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎ DƻƻŘŀƭƭΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ άIƻǿ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜ ŀ Low-ŎŀǊōƻƴ [ƛŦŜέ  
(www.carboncommentary.com) including good info on the two 
car clubs in Oxford. 

How to slash your fuel bill 
 

Talk and power point presentation by Mark Saunders from the 
Vale of White Horse District Council. 

How to look after your bike Discussion and practical demo (in the garden) using bikes 
brought in by participants. 

How to plug into solar power Talk from Chris Jardine of Oxford University Environmental 

Change Institute.  People with visible panels around the town 

had been invited and many of them came and contributed 

their experiences. 

How to use all your apples  demonstrated our pressing machine with windfalls 
that participants had brought.   

 ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ψ¢ŀǊǘŜ ¢ŀǘƛƴΩΣ  

 shared recipes for various apple products 

 ate the Tarte Tatin and a delicious homemade apple 
crumble. Yum yum! 

http://www.oxfordgardenproject.com/
http://www.oxfordgardenproject.com/
http://transitionculture.org/2009/02/23/a-farm-for-the-future-essential-viewing/
http://www.carboncommentary.com/
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How to green your home Local architect Philip Waddy gave a talk and power-point 
presentation on how to reduce the carbon footprint of your 
ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƻƭŘΩ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΣ 
starting with the cheap and simple. Very practical and helpful. 

How to have an eco-christmas Fun evening where we all sat in a circle and everyone 
contributed their own ideas  - one or two demonstrations eg 
elegant parcel wrapping using re-cycled materials 

How to live a sustainable life using 

Permaculture 

Talk by Sophie and Martin Bowes on basic theory. Contact 

www.oxfordpermaculture.org/  

 

How to make Abingdon carbon 

neutral 

.ƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎέΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 

that locals were outnumbered by visitors. Too political? 

Reflection on the ΨIƻǿ ¢ƻ ΦΦΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΥ 

Most of the meetings have attracted about 30 people and what is fascinating is that different people 

come to different topics. All have been deliberately very participative and people love the chance to 

share their knowledge and experience. We used to start by asking everyone to turn to the person 

sitting next to them and spend a minute telling them why they have come and what they hope to 

gain from the evening, then after the talk ask them to chat again for a few minutes with their initial 

reactions. People now do this without being formally prompted! 

We have the speaker for an hour then break for cake, it is during this time that informal links are 

made. Coffee/tea and delicious home-made cakes have become an integral part of the evening ς so 

much so that we are thinking of widening the circle of potential cake-makers. 

As far as one can tell people learn quite a lot. We plan to do more of the same.  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǳƳƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ΨaŀƪŜ 5ƻ ŀƴŘ aŜƴŘΩ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ς patching clothes, 

mending garments, making new out of old etc. ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ thinking about how to do one on mending 

other more practical things, such as sharpening knives etc. 

  

2.5 Fetes, fairs and energy days 
Piggy backing on existing events is a great way to spread the word about your group, attract more 

people, and encourage people to take action. Check out when the village or school fetes are and set 

up a fun interactive stall.  

Stalls at fetes 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀǘ existing fetes / farmers markets are a 

great way of engaging people who might not be able to get out to an evening meeting. 

Things that work well on stalls are:  

 Information about energy and energy efficiency, such as case studies of Eco-renovated 

homes. 

http://www.westwaddy-adp.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordpermaculture.org/
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 Hands on! Things to look at and touch, such as low energy light bulb libraries, or samples of 

insulation materials. 

 Posters / displays that people can interact with, perhaps with Post-it notes so that people 

can write what they would like to see happening locally. 

 Asking questions / provoking discussions. For example, asking people how they feel about 

climate change ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴŜȄǘ. 

Make stalls interactive:  

Wantage Area Climate Action had a stall at the Dickensian evening at Christmas. They found that 

having demo mini solar panels and insulation made out of plastic bottles can be good talking points, 

alongside a game: people had to pay money ς they hid £5 in the occasional low energy light bulb 

box, got people to pay £1 and pick a box.  This worked really well; it got people to the stall and they 

then were more likely to engage and look at other materials.  

Many groups have gone the extra step and organised their own events too: 

Kidlington Eco Fair 

Kidlington Vs Climate Change held Eco-Fairs at Exeter Hall in June 2009 and 2010. They made the 

most of the sunny weather on both days, with solar hot water demonstrations outside, and a whole 

host of stalls inside providing information, contacts and solutions. Both events were very successful, 

and their newly elected MP visited in 2010. 

Challenge North Leigh   

As part of their outreach to the wider community, Challenge North Leigh 

have held annual fetes on Cuckamus Green,  with information, bikes to 

demonstrate energy, and a great community spirit to engage the whole of 

the community. 

3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ +ÉÒÔÌÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ &ÏÏÔÐÒÉÎÔ &ÁÙÒÅ 

{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ YƛǊǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ΨCƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ŦŀȅǊŜΩ ƛƴ нллу ς a village fete with a climate change theme, 

ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƻƎ ǎƘƻǿΣ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǊǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ much more ς and raised £500 

towards renewable energy for the village hall.  

Low Carbon Wolvercote 

 LCW have held fun activities as part of Wolvercote fete, such as making Low 

Carbon Scarecrows. The point was that it was interactive, making fun things 

from recycled materials, and got people talking. 

Car Free Day: simply by having  a car under wraps, 

information about car free day, and folks with 

collecting buckets to charge cars going through the village raised over £500 

for the group.  
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TABLE 7:  FURTHER RESOURCES FOR FETES 

Many organisations can provide a great resource at fetes, some of which charge a modest fee. 

Here are some interactive ideas. 

bƻǊǘƘƳƻƻǊ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ōǳǎ   

(see section 4.2) or 

http://www.northmoortrust.co.uk/home

/learning/energy-busters   

 

The new Energy Bus is fitted with solar panels, a wind 
turbine and interactive displays is now available to visit 
schools across Oxfordshire. 

Earth Rover 

 

http://climatex.org/articles/Tools/earth -

rover-1/   Email: stpbon@aol.com  

 

A converted milk float demonstrating a variety of 

renewable energy, with functioning renewable power 

systems, including wind turbine, solar thermal and 

solar photovoltaic technologies 

Campaign for Real Events  

http://www.c -realevents.demon.co.uk/  

A voluntary group providing demonstrations of DIY 

renewable energy and recycling, and 'alt tech' for art 

projects and education. They normally charge for 

events to cover their costs.   

Cyc du Soleil 

http://dannychivers.blogspot.com/p/cyc-

du-soleil-cycle-solar-powered-stage.html  

Local group offering PA and entertainments, combining 

energy from solar panels and bicycle generators in an 

ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ΨŎȅŎƭƻǎǳƴǘƘŜǎƛǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 

has the capacity to run a 500W PA system, amps, stage 

lights and a CD mixer or decks. 

To discuss costs and availability contact: 

events@hammerandtongue.co.uk / 01865 403357 

 

  

http://www.northmoortrust.co.uk/home/learning/energy-busters
http://www.northmoortrust.co.uk/home/learning/energy-busters
http://climatex.org/articles/Tools/earth-rover-1/
http://climatex.org/articles/Tools/earth-rover-1/
mailto:stpbon@aol.com
http://www.c-realevents.demon.co.uk/
http://dannychivers.blogspot.com/p/cyc-du-soleil-cycle-solar-powered-stage.html
http://dannychivers.blogspot.com/p/cyc-du-soleil-cycle-solar-powered-stage.html
mailto:events@hammerandtongue.co.uk
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2.6 Communicating Climate Change  
There are many reports about communicating climate change. The selection below summarises 

some of the different approaches. LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /hLbΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 

/ƻƴŘŜƴǎŜŘΩ ƻǊ ΨClimate Change Speaker TǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩΦ {ŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ 

here: http://www.coinet.org.uk/training/climate_change_condensed  

TABLE 8: COMMUNICATION RESOURCES 

How to engage your community 

and communicate about climate 

change   

http://tinyurl.com/3yedfpd  

Great resource pack produced by George Marshall for the 

Energy Savings Trust 

²²CΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 

project  

http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we

_do/campaigning/strategies_for_c

hange/  

 

WWF's Strategies for Change project re-examines some of the 

assumptions that underlie current environmental campaigning, 

and suggests new evidence-based responses. In particular, the 

project looks at the importance of collective social values in 

driving change and at the ways those values are shaped. There 

are some useful books and reports on the website, including:  

ΨMeeting Environmental Challenges: The Role of Human 

IdentityΩΦ They highlight the important role that community 

groups play, the need for a space to consider the emotional 

responses to climate change, and an awareness of the 

confusion that exists about climate change in the public mind. 

Futerra 

http://www.futerra.co.uk/revolut

ion/leading_thinking 

Futerra is a leading UK Sustainability Communications Agency. 

See their research and thought leadership on sustainability 

communications for the last eight years on their website. 

5ŜŦǊŀΩǎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ tǊƻ-

environmental Behaviours 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidenc

e/social/behaviour/documents/b

ehaviours-jan08-report.pdf 

59Cw!Ωǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

(according to the National Social marketing Centre, this is the 

systematic application of marketing, along with other concepts 

and techniques, to achieve specific behavioural goals for a 

social good), but their analysis of the different triggers for 

different population segments is worth considering , to 

question who you are aiming at, and if the messages are 

appropriate for that audience.   Read their 2008 report  Ψ! 

framework for Pro-environmental BehaǾƛƻǳǊǎΩ . 

Cambridge Carbon Footprint  

http://cambridgecarbonfootprint.

org/ 

Cambridge Carbon Footprint has used many methods to 

achieve individual and group change. Their ΨCarbon 

ConversationsΩ courses are effective, and are going to be 

increasingly offered in Oxfordshire.  

http://www.coinet.org.uk/training/climate_change_condensed
http://tinyurl.com/3yedfpd
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/campaigning/strategies_for_change/
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/campaigning/strategies_for_change/
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/campaigning/strategies_for_change/
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/campaigning/strategies_for_change/?uNewsID=3105
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/campaigning/strategies_for_change/?uNewsID=3105
http://www.futerra.co.uk/revolution/leading_thinking
http://www.futerra.co.uk/revolution/leading_thinking
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/social/behaviour/documents/behaviours-jan08-report.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/social/behaviour/documents/behaviours-jan08-report.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/social/behaviour/documents/behaviours-jan08-report.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marketing
http://cambridgecarbonfootprint.org/
http://cambridgecarbonfootprint.org/
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2.7 Feeling under the weather 
What have feelings got to do with climate change? Are they relevant? 

άLŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜΣ ŦŜŀǊΣ ŘŜǎǇair. Author, deep-

ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ Wƻŀƴƴŀ aŀŎȅ ǎŀȅǎΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǊȅΦέ {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ Yes magazine  

Many studies (see RandallΩǎ Ψ! ƴŜǿ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ tǎȅŎƘƻǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΩ iii, and the report of the American 

Psychological Association Task Force on the ΨInterface Between Psychology and Global Climate 

/ƘŀƴƎŜΩ iv) suggest that how we feel about an issue will influence how we act, or whether we even 

bother to get involved in an issue.  Different feelings can arise from being confronted with 

information about the causes, impacts and politics of climate change. Unfortunately, the increase in 

reportage over the past few years has not resulted in the necessary action, the tone of the reportage 

is usually anything but empowering, and there are precious few examples of what people are doing 

to reduce CO2 emissions. 

Why engaging with feelings is important  

Whatever we may feel about climate change, it's good to make space for an emotional dimension, as 

sometimes people feel drained, overwhelmed, or sense an impending doom that they are powerless 

to avert. Sometimes people can assume that they are the only ones to feel this way, which can lead 

to feeling isolated and powerless, or lead into a burnout cycle of overwork. 

One Word feelings about climate change.  

From ClimateXchange survey of 717 people in Oxfordshire, 2007 

 

 

How feelings can be used 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 

hard to talk about painful things. In the UK we tend to avoid sharing painful or overwhelming issues 

in public, but in doing so it makes it harder to come up with positive and engaging solutions. 

http://www.yesmagazine.org/article.asp?id=2295
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How to start the process of reclaiming response -ability  

Simply by sharing how we feel, and allowing others to share how they feel, we can open up a 

valuable space from which sustained engagement and action can grow ς and enabling people to 

respond to the information. In this way we're using our feelings as a way of bringing people 

together, instead of remaining isolated and scared. By mentioning how you, and others, feel about 

climate change in your talk, you give people permission for themselves to engage with how they feel 

about the issue. 

Ways to incorporate this into events:  

One word feelings 

When people are introducing themselves ask them to say one word which best describes how they 

feel about climate change and one thing that makes their heart sing. This gives an indication of their 

feelings and something you can also reflect on later, either with the one word feelings slide /poster  

(see above) or by reflecting that people have different feelings about climate change. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀ ŦƛƭƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ 

them about how they feel about the issue. This not only gives them a chance to engage with their 

feelings, but also breaks down isolation, which can creep in if people are feeling overwhelmed by the 

impacts and realities of climate change. 

Open Ended Sentences 

This is a great exercise to do as part of a meeting. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ have a bell (or ting on a glass), and 

explain clearly. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜȄǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜΥ 

 LΩd like you to get into a pair, and number yourselves 1 or 2.   

 LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΣ and I would like the number 1s to repeat 

ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ  This is 

about exploring your initial thoughts and feelings about climate change, so there are no right 

and wrong answers.   

 Number 2s Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

remind your partner of the beginning of the sentence if they dry up.  

 !ŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ LΩƭƭ ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘer sentence. 

Number 1s will then ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ the 

third sentence after another minute.  

 !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎΣ LΩƭƭ ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜƭƭ ŀnd encourage you to swop roles, so the number 2s 

speak, and the number 1s listen.   

 The first sentence is:  When I think about climate change, the feelings that I have are.... 

 At the end, encourage people to reflect on and share their own (not their partners) experience. 

Hints ς try this out on a small group before you do a larger group, and choose some sentences that 

are appropriate for your meeting.  About 1 ½ minutes per sentence is normally ample,  ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

doing three sentences, the exercise will take around 10 minutes for both partners to have a chance 

of speaking and listening.  
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Some sentences you could use: 

 When I think about climate change, the feelings that I have are.... 

 {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎΦΦΦΦΦ 

 Things that I could do to take action on climate change include..... 

 The support I would need to take action on climate change are..... 

Poetry and Pictures 

Try reading some climate change related poetry out at events / including it in talks. It 

changes the atmosphere, and gives people a chance to engage with how they feel. 

Other resources:  

 You can see some poetry here: http://climatex.org/articles/creative-climates/ 

or ask ClimateXchange for a copy of Re:Versing the Damage, Notes from the 

Climate Journey.   

 The British Council have produced a great anthology ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨCŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΥ tƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƘŜǊŜΥ 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/anthology.pdf   

Longer events 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ deeper emotional exploration into your ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ 

taking half or whole day. There are experienced ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ wŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ 

be accessed here: http://www.joannamacy.net/theworkthatreconnects.html , to contact some 

Oxford based facilitators, contact jo@climatex.org  

Transition Towns Heart and Soul groups  

The Transition Towns movement is bringing an awareness of the emotional dimension of this work 

through  their ΨIŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳƭΩ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ, which allow a space and process to acknowledge and process 

the emotions that arise, including everything from dealing with the information to the frustrations 

experienced at the pace of change . In Totnes, the ΨHeart and SoulΩ group is exploring ways to 

support and inspire us through these challenging and exciting timesΩ. See full information and 

examples of meetings here: http://totnes.transitionnetwork.org/heartandsoul/home  

TABLE 9: RESOURCES Chw Ψ C99[LbD ¦b59w  ¢I9 ²9!¢I9wΩ 

Joanna Macy   www.joannamacy.net      

!ƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ  .ƻƻƪΥ ΨComing back to Life: Practices to 

wŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ hǳǊ [ƛǾŜǎΣ hǳǊ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ (NSP, 1998) The Greatest Danger (article from Yes Magazine):    

http://www.yesmagazine.org/article.asp?id=2295 

Chris Johnstone  www.chrisjohnstone.info including details of his articles and newly updated book:  

ΨCƛƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ tƻǿŜǊΩ    

The Great Turning Times Website  www.greatturningtimes.org  with listings of The Work that 

Reconnects events / trainings / workshops across the UK.  

http://climatex.org/articles/creative-climates/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/anthology.pdf
http://www.joannamacy.net/theworkthatreconnects.html
mailto:jo@climatex.org
http://totnes.transitionnetwork.org/heartandsoul/home
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jhamilto/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/GJ8DN70J/www.joannamacy.net/
http://www.yesmagazine.org/article.asp?id=2295
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jhamilto/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/GJ8DN70J/www.chrisjohnstone.info/
http://www.greatturningtimes.org/
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3. Issues 

3.1 Home Energy reduction 
Home Energy is an area people like to focus on for many reasons: 

 Homeowners have a degree of control over their energy 

 They can save money through energy efficiency 

 People in rented sector can also save money and take action on home energy 

 There are many tools and resources to help you take action in this area. 

Background  

Below is a table giving a national average breakdown of household and individual CO2 emissions by 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪΦ CƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

need to input more details into a carbon calculator, which will all have different parameters. For the 

ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀŎƪ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎistently use the Act on CO2 Calculator Version 2.0: Data, 

Methodology and Assumptions Paper (DECC 2009).  

TABLE 10: NATIONAL AVERAGE BREAKDOWN OF HOUSEHOLD AND INDIVIDUAL CO2 

EMISSIONS BY ACTIVITY AREA . Source:  Act on CO2 Calculator Version 2.0: Data, Methodology 

and Assumptions Paper (DECC 2009), p 46 July 2009.   

 

file://ouce.ox.ac.uk/ECI_Shares/group/ClimateX/Climate%20Communities/Communities%20Handbook/the%20Act%20on%20CO2%20Calculator%20Version%202.0:%20Data,%20Methodology%20and%20Assumptions%20Paper%20(DECC%202009).
file://ouce.ox.ac.uk/ECI_Shares/group/ClimateX/Climate%20Communities/Communities%20Handbook/the%20Act%20on%20CO2%20Calculator%20Version%202.0:%20Data,%20Methodology%20and%20Assumptions%20Paper%20(DECC%202009).
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61%

22%

12%

5%

Space Heating

Water Heating

Lights and Appliances

Cooking

 

 

 When aiming to reduce energy consumptioƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǿƛƴǎΦ 

The chart below shows the importance of focusing on space / room and water heating in the home ς 

which is why insulation, energy efficiency and having an efficient boiler is so important. 

Where energy is used in the home: 

ü Nearly 2/3 of domestic energy is used on 

space heating in the home 

ü Nearly 1/4 of domestic energy used for 

heating water 

ü Lights and appliances moderately small, 

but rising rapidly (digital etc.) 

 

 

Where energy is lost from a typical home: 
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Activities  

ü Measuring - How much energy are people using? 

Get people measuring their energy consumption.  A host of tools are available for this, see Table 11 

below. Research has shown that simply providing feedback about energy consumption leads to a 

reduction of between 5-15% of energy consumptionv. 

ü Energy monitors and management tools  

Energy monitors give you a ǊŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

ǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻǎǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛǘΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƎŜtting one 

and using it for a while, then passing on to friends and neighbours and 

comparing results. Do check your energy supplier ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

free one by switching to a green tariff. ClimateXchange has a small number that 

can be borrowed, or you can buy them from electrical stores (eg: Maplin), 

borrow them from West Oxfordshire District Council, or other CAGS .  

Single appliance monitors can be a useful way of finding out how much energy single appliances use 

over time. They retail from between £7-£20. ClimateXchange has a small supply which can be 

borrowed. 

ü Carbon Foot-printing calculators  

There are many varieties of foot-printing calculators available, most of which give you an 

ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǳǎŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻugh travel, at a certain point 

in time.  Many different versions of carbon calculators exist ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩs 

ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘ, and the assumptions used. This can be the basis of an 

evening event where people bring details of their fuel bills and transport, or can be an ongoing 

community engagement programme. 

ü Online energy management  

Online energy management tools rely on you inputting meter 

readings, and receiving detailed feedback about your energy use 

over time. See Table 12 for details. 

ENERGY MONITORING AND ENERGY SURVEYS 

Community led monitoring schemes are a good way of engaging people with energy and 

encouraging team effort. Many groups across the county have done community focused energy 

monitoring.  

Example: Challenge North Leigh monitored their energy through collecting meter readings in the 

community and working with local energy provider Scottish and Southern Energy. They were able to 

achieve an overall reduction across the village of 10%, resulting in a £20,000 award towards 

renewable energy for the village. Going into the school and encouraging children to monitor really 

helped increase the numbers of household monitoring their energy, alongside community 

engagement such as giving away energy-efficient lightbulbs, village fetes, and a display in the 

Memorial Hall showing how much energy the village is using, with advice on cutting consumption.  

See their website here: http://www.challengenorthleigh.org/ and a slideshow of their activities here: 

http://tiny.cc/5xptg .  

http://www.challengenorthleigh.org/
http://tiny.cc/5xptg
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TABLE 11: RESOURCES -  PAPER AND WEB BASED CARBON FOOTPRINTING CALCULATORS 

/hLbΩǎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƻǊ   
coinet.org.uk/training-materials 

A hardcopy calculator that can be printed out and distributed 
in workshops and similar events for participants to measure 
their carbon footprints there and then.  

ClimateXchange Home and 
transport Calculator  
email jo@climatex.org for a copy 

A spreadsheet calculator that you can adapt for your group, 
dealing with home energy use and travel. Can also be printed 
out and worked through on paper. 

¢ƛƴŀ CŀǿŎŜǘǘΩǎ  [ƻǿ /ŀǊōƻƴ 
Headington Calculator  
email jo@climatex.org for a copy 

A hard copy calculator for home energy and travel use 

[ƻǿ /ŀǊōƻƴ ²Ŝǎǘ hȄŦƻǊŘΩǎ 
Quicksilver Calculator 
www.lowcarbonwestoxford.org.uk/index.p
hp?option=com_content&view=article&id
=73&Itemid=174 

Detailed carbon calculator, covering home, transport and 
lifestyle choices over the past 12 months. The Quicksilver 
Calculator builds up a comprehensive picture of your 
ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΦ   

Energy Saving Trust Community 
Carbon Footprint Tool 
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-
and-useful-tools/Community-Carbon-
Footprint-Tool  

The Green Communities carbon footprint tool allows groups of 
individuals measure their carbon emissions and workout their 
community carbon footprint.  Local businesses and community 
buildings in your community can also calculate their carbon 
footprint.  

How to get the most out of 
community carbon footprinting 
Online: http://tinyurl.com/2v6az54   

Background for creating a community carbon footprint  
 

Act on Co2: 5ŜŦǊŀΩǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƻǊ 
http://actonco2.direct.gov.uk/acto
nco2/home.html 

Great online calculator, with email updates. 

imeasure  www.imeasure.org.uk Online carbon management tool from Environmental Change 
Institute, with useful email updates for users. 

The Carbon Account  
http://www.thecarbonaccount.co
m/ 

  The Carbon Account is an online monitoring tool from local 
company Torchbox . You can form clubs on these accounts, 
and compare energy usage over time.  
 

 

Making energy visible : Thermal Imaging Studies  

Many communities have done a thermal imaging study of homes in the 

community. This can be a useful tool to make energy visible to 

householders, and can be a start of greater engagement in home 

energy reduction.  See Appendix 4 for conclusions from the Brightwell 

ŎǳƳ {ƻǘǿŜƭƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭ LƳŀƎƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘȅ.  

Additionally, Blewbury Energy Initiative (now Sustainable Blewbury) 

has done home energy surveys, providing home energy reports and 

Thermal Imaging Studies of houses and properties in the village.   

Thermal imaging can only be done at certain times of year (ideally 

November through to February/March) and in certain conditions, and if doing it yourself ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ 

to get some training in using and interpreting the pictures that are taken. Communities in South 

Oxfordshire, Vale of the White Horse and Cherwell Districts can borrow thermal imaging cameras 

http://coinet.org.uk/training-materials
mailto:jo@climatex.org
mailto:jo@climatex.org
http://www.lowcarbonwestoxford.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=73&Itemid=174
http://www.lowcarbonwestoxford.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=73&Itemid=174
http://www.lowcarbonwestoxford.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=73&Itemid=174
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/Community-Carbon-Footprint-Tool
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/Community-Carbon-Footprint-Tool
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/Community-Carbon-Footprint-Tool
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/Community-Carbon-Footprint-Tool
http://tinyurl.com/2v6az54
http://actonco2.direct.gov.uk/actonco2/home.html
http://actonco2.direct.gov.uk/actonco2/home.html
http://www.imeasure.org.uk/
http://www.thecarbonaccount.com/
http://www.thecarbonaccount.com/
http://www.blewbury.co.uk/energy/index.htm
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from their local authorities (see section 6, resources) ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ensure 

that your group undertakes training in using it. 

Alternatively commercial companies offer the service from around £100 - £150 per property, which 

includes a report.  See the Oxfordshire Eco-renovation Directory for companies who provide this 

service: www.climatex.org . 

 

3.2 Eco-renovation and energy  efficiency  
Home renovation ς where to start? Who to trust? What to do?  Many people are attracted by the 

idea of a greener and more energy efficient home, and one of the best ways of doing this is by 

demonstrating it. 

Activities  

ü Talks 

A great way of introducing the topic of home eco-renovation is to ask someone who has 

done it themselves to give a talk. ClimateX has contacts with people who have eco-

renovated their home and who would be able to give an illustrated talk about what they did, 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ  ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

contemplating similar actions.  {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ 9Ŏƻ-renovation suppliers and 

professionals to give a talk. You can find listings in the Oxfordshire Eco-renovation Directory. 

( http://climatex.org/ecorenovation/)  

ü Open Homes Days 

These events are very popular, and consist of people who have 

renovated their homes opening them up for people to visit. 

ClimateXchange and COIN have organised 3 successful county 

wide events, so have experiences to share. You could take part in 

an annual Heritage Open Days event (usually mid September) 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/organisers/, and do liaise with the Sustainable Energy 

!ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ Old Home Super Home Network - http://www.sustainable-

energyacademy.org.uk/  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ hǇŜƴ 5ŀȅǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ /hLb ŀƴŘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ·ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ΨIƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΩ pack, which you can download here: 

http://www.coinet.org.uk/what-we-do/ecovation  

 

ü Example:  Faringdon organised ŀƴ Ψ9Ŏƻ-ǘǊŀƛƭΩ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ DǊŜŜƴ ²ŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 

have organised smaller events such as Energy Trails, Eco-Safaris, or smaller Open Homes 

events. 

ü Micro -generation Suppliers at your event  

Why not contact local suppliers of insulation, energy efficiency or micro-generation such as 

solar PV or solar hot water, and ask them if theȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘΦ  See table 13 for lists of 

suppliers.   

http://www.climatex.org/
http://climatex.org/ecorenovation/
http://climatex.org/ecorenovation/
http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/organisers/
http://www.sustainable-energyacademy.org.uk/
http://www.sustainable-energyacademy.org.uk/
http://www.sustainable-energyacademy.org.uk/
http://www.coinet.org.uk/what-we-do/ecovation
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TABLE 12: ECO-RENOVATION RESOURCES 

Case studies of Eco-renovated homes 
 
http://climatex.org/articles/eco -
renovation/case-studies-web/  

Many case studies are available online from  
www.ecovation .org.ukΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŘŜǘails of 
other case studies here  
You can also request a folder of Eco-renovation 
Case Studies from ClimateXchange, which is a great 
resource for community events.  

Oxfordshire Eco-renovation Directory  
 
http://climatex.org/ecorenovation/  

Directory of over 50 Eco-renovation  suppliers, 
which you can download, or request hard copies..  

Green Communities Energy Training 
 
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/
Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-
tools/Training-and-Events 

Green Communities offers training courses 
specifically designed for people working in the 
community who would like to improve their 
knowledge of energy and develop community 
energy projects. The list of projects are below, and 
more details can be found on the Green 
Communities Website:  
Finding out about Energy  
Making it happen  
Planning for Success  
Energy Auditing for your Community Building  
Energy Auditing for Old and Listed Buildings  
Funding your Community Project  
Local Authorities Planning Process  
 

 

http://climatex.org/articles/eco-renovation/case-studies-web/
http://climatex.org/articles/eco-renovation/case-studies-web/
http://climatex.org/ecorenovation/
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/Training-and-Events
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Guidance-and-useful-tools/Training-and-Events



































































































